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South Africa’s Population 

on 2 February 2022 

62,027,503
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Children 0-14

16,4M 

Adults 35-59

18,0M

Elderly 60+

6,1M

SA’s median age is 28 years

Youth 15-34

21,6M

26,4% 34,8% 29,0% 9,8%

*Due to rounding totals may not add up to 100%

Population age structure 5-year age groups, 2022

61,2% of South Africa’s population is under 35 years old.
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28,0%
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7,3% 10,0% 6,1%

34,3%

30,4%

33,6%
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43,9%

42,6%
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52,4%
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NW

NC

0–4 years attending an ECD programme by province, Census 

2022

Creche/educare center 

Pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 

000/Grade R

Home/community playgroup
Day mother/Gogo/Childminder

Other

None

Six out of ten children aged 0-4 years had access to some form of 

early childhood development (ECD) program

Children in NC 

and NW were 

more likely not 

to participate in 

ECD
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Persons aged 5–24 years attending school increased by 3% from 

70,1% in 1996 to 73,4% in 2022.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

1996 22,5 49,1 73,1 81,8 87,9 91,3 93,6 94,4 94,8 94,4 92,7 89,3 84,1 75,7 65,3 54,6 45,8 37,0 28,8 23,1

2001 45,6 70,3 88,4 93,4 94,6 94,4 94,8 95,7 95,1 94,0 91,3 87,4 81,5 70,7 57,9 46,2 35,7 25,5 18,8 14,0

2011 81,1 92,6 96,0 96,7 97,0 96,7 96,8 96,1 95,8 95,4 93,8 90,8 85,5 74,2 58,8 45,7 34,8 25,3 19,1 14,9

2022 92,4 95,0 95,7 95,9 96,0 95,8 95,6 95,4 95,0 94,5 93,3 90,6 80,6 59,9 46,2 37,0 30,1 23,2 18,6 15,7

Population aged 5–24 by school attendance by age, Census 2022

The proportion of older 

learners attending school 

declined over time

Higher 

proportion 

of young 

learners 

attending 

school in 

2022 

compared 

to 1996
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The percentage of persons aged 20 years and older who completed secondary 

education more than doubled from 16,3% in 1996 to 37,6% in 2022.

Population aged 20 years and older by educational attainment, Census 1996–2022
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30,6%

25,6%

21,9%
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0% 15% 30% 45% 60% 75% 90%

Office Administration

Psychology

Health Professions And Related Clinical Sciences

Education

Languages, linguistics Or Literature

Social Sciences

Architecture And The Built Environment

Military Sciences

Engineering

Electrical Infrastructure

Female Male

FemaleMale

Some of the 

largest gaps 

between the 

genders are to be 

found in 

Education, Health 

and Engineering 

Population aged 20 years and older by field of education and sex, Census 2022

Females were more likely to obtain a qualification in health professions and related 

clinical sciences 75,7% in 2022
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75,8%
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55,3%
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35,4%

21,9%

20,6%

72,5%

69,6%

60,6%

51,8%

41,2%

31,6%

27,8%

15,1%

16,4%

0% 50% 100%

Psychology

Education

Communication, Journalism and Related Studies

Business, Economics and Management Sciences

Law

Agriculture, Agricultural Operations & Related Sciences

Philosophy, Religion and Theology

Engineering

Electrical Infrastructure

Female Population aged 20 years and older by selected field of education, Census 2011(Grey) , Census 2022(Green)

Increasing proportions in Females studying in 

fields such as Engineering and Electrical 

Infrastructure , but still far below parity 

FEMALES

+6,8% Points

Access to certain fields of study in post-secondary education remains sex-segregated 
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The national 

economy and 

labour



IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS Gross domestic product (GDP), Q4: 2023

850

900

950

1 000

1 050

1 100

1 150

1 200

R
 b

ill
io

n
GDP production: Revisions for Q3: 2020

GDP in Q4: 2023 is lower than the peak reached in Q3: 2022
Real GDP (constant 2015 prices, seasonally adjusted)

GDP production: Growth figures for Q4: 2020South African quarterly GDP over time

2014           2015             2016            2017              2018            2019             2020             2021     2022            2023

Q1: 2020
R1 150 billion

Q2: 2020
R956 billion

Q4: 2023
R1 158 billion

Q3: 2022
R1 161 billion
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Annual GDP growth rate (constant 2015 prices)

GDP production: Growth figures for Q4: 2020South Africa’s economy grew by 0,6% in 2023
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Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Mining and quarrying

Electricity, gas and water

Construction

Trade, catering and accommodation

Transport, storage and communication

Finance, real estate and business services

General government services

Personal services

Manufacturing

1994 2002 2012 2022

In 1994 manufacturing contributed 23% to economic activity in SA. By 2022 this was 13,7% 

Rank

2

Contribution by industry ranked over selected time periods

Source: '1. Prod AN' in the 'GDP P0441- 2023Q4
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The number of employed persons remains at 16,7M in Q4:2023 compared to Q3:2023 having surpassed 

pre-COVID level of 16,4M in Q1:2020
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Pre - COVID

Employment Q4: 2019 – Q4: 2023
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16,4 million

ILO hierarchy – Employed first then unemployed and the 

remainder is NEA (including discouraged job-seekers). 3 

mutually exclusive groups. Cannot be in two groups at the same 

time.

Labour force

24,6 million

41,0 million
People of working age in South Africa (15 – 64-year-old)

Employed Unemployed

SA’s official unemployment rate 

stands at

32,1%
Increased by 0,2 of a percentage point between 

Q3:2023 and Q4:2023

The official unemployment rate stands at 32,1 %, an increase of 0,2 of a percentage point in 

Q4:2023 compared to Q3:2023. 
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24,1% 31,9%

32,1%

34,0%

41,2%
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Official

Expanded

Expanded  Definition includes  the following

- Official unemployment (searched and available)  7,9 M

- Available to work but are/or

• Discouraged work-seekers 3,0 M

• Have other reasons for not searching 0,8 M

Q4:2013                                                                                       Q4:2023

11,7 million unemployed

7,9 million unemployed

10 year period

The expanded unemployment rate decreased by 0,1 of a percentage point to  

41,1%  when comparing Q4:2023 and Q3:2023.

Official vs Expanded unemployment: Q4:2013-Q4:2023 
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38,6%

33,7%

20,6%

9,6%

Less than matric

Matric

Other tertiary

Graduates

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Official Unemployment rate by level of education, Q4:2023

Graduate unemployment rate increased by 1,1 percentage points to 9,6% in Q4:2023 compared to 

8,5% in Q3:2023. Those with less than matric remain vulnerable with an unemployment rate of 

38,6% which is higher than SA official unemployment rate.
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59,4%

39,0%

27,7%

20,4%

11,4%

10,7%

45,1%

57,4%

58,7%

38,3%

26,4%

74,0%

79,5%

73,8%

43,2%

Absorption rate Participation rate

55-64

45-54

15-24

25-34

35-44

Youth aged 15-24 years and 

25-34 years continue to have 

the highest unemployment 

rates at 59,4% and 39,0% 

respectively.

Labour market rates by 

age group, Q4:2023

74% of those in the working 

age  25-34 are participating 

in the labour market with 

45,1% of working age in 

employment

Unemployment rate

Absorption rate is the proportion of the working-

age population that is employed
Labour force participation rate is the proportion of the working-

age population that is either employed or unemployed

AGE
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34,0%
15-34 years 43,4%

44,3%

15,4%

35-64 years

23,3%

23,0%

0%

15%

30%

45%

Youth aged 15-34 years are more vulnerable to unemployment when compared to 

older age groups

SA Unemployment rate 

Q4 

2013

Q4 

2023

Official Unemployment rates by age group, 

Q4:2013-Q4:2023
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Approximately 3,4 million (33,0%) out of 10,2 million young people aged 

15-24 years were not in employment, education or training (NEET). 

Number of NEET for ages 15-24 Q3 2022

Number of NEET for ages 15-24 

Q4:2023

3,4 Million 
NEET

6,9 Million

Employed or in 

Education or Training
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32,0%
33,6%

33,0%

40,1%
43,4%
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Q4:2019-Q4:2023  NEET rate for ages 15-24 & 15-34 year old 

The overall NEET rate (15 – 24yrs) decreased by 0,7 of a percentage point in Q4:2023 compared 

to Q4:2022.

15- 24 Years

15- 34 Years
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11,7%8,5% 21,7% 36,1%32,1%

White Indian/Asian Coloured Black African

SA

Unemployment Rate

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

OFFICIAL unemployment rate by population group, Q4:2023

The unemployment rate among the Black African (36,1%) population group 

remains higher than the national average and other population groups. 
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Official unemployment rate by population group and sex, Q4:2023

Black African women continue to be the most vulnerable with an unemployment 

rate of 38,6% in Q4:2023. This is 4,2 percentage points higher than the national average for all women at 34,4%.

SA

Black African

Male Female

Coloured

Indian/Asian

White
Increasing Official Unemployment

33,9%

30,1%

21,6%

11,0%

7,1%

38,6%

34,4%

21,9%

13,0%

10,0%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

4,3% Gap in official 

unemployment 

between the sexes
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61% of all employment is concentrated in three industries, Community and Social 

Services, Trade and Finance

Employment by industry Q4:2023
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  Community and
social services

  Trade   Finance   Manufacturing   Construction   Private households   Transport   Agriculture   Mining   Utilities

Q1 2008 Q4 2023

Community and social services, as well as the finance industry have shown the 

greatest gains in number of employed between 2008 and 2023

Employment by industry Q4:2023 vs Q1 2008
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0,4%

5,2%

7,9%

8,0%

8,6%

8,9%

10,1%

10,3%

17,1%

23,4%

  Skilled agriculture

  Domestic worker

  Plant and machine operator

  Professional

  Technician

  Manager

  Craft and related trade

  Clerk

  Sales and services

  Elementary

Close to 29% of the employed are in Elementary or Domestic Work Occupations

Employment by occupation Q4:2023
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35% 28%

43%
38%

13%

13%

7%
19%

Manufacturing Finance

Less than 

matric

Matric

Other tertiary

Graduates

Around 1 in 5 of those employed in the finance industry are graduates 

More than a 

third of persons 

employed in the 

manufacturing 

industry do not 

have a Matric 

certificate

Education attainment by selected Industry Q4:2023
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